
 

 

BARTENDERS HEAR THE DAMNDEST THINGS - MANY TIMES ENLIGHTENING  
A bartender was working behind the bar within earshot of two strangers,  a woman and man, having a drink and 
making idle conversation.  He heard the woman ask the guy, "Did you know that 'I am' is the shortest sentence in  
the English language?"  The guy took a sip of his drink, thought a bit and answered, "No  I didn't…did you know  
that 'I do' is the longest sentence?" 

 
ALWAYS BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU SAY TO YOUR KIDS ABOUT YOUR FRIENDS 
A SMC member and his wife were hosting a dinner party for their friends, some of whom they hadn't seen for ages 
and  everyone was  encouraged to  bring their children  along  as well. All during the dinner the wife's best friend's 
4-year old daughter stared at her husband as he sat opposite her. The girl could hardly eat her food for staring. He 
checked his shirt for spots, felt his face for food, and patted his hair in place, but nothing stopped her from staring  
at him.  He tried  his best to  ignore her,  but finally it was too much for him.  He asked her,  "Young lady, why are 
you staring at me?" Everyone at the table had noticed her behavior, and the table went suddenly quiet, waiting for 
her response. The little girls said, "I'm just waiting to see how you drink like a fish." 

 
JANUARY SPEAKERS - (Meetings are at 10:00am in Morrill Hall, St. Marks Church) 

  
January 8          Dr. Arthur Gottlieb is a local historian on subjects of political and military history.  The Korean 
War will be the topic of his presentation.  Initially described as a "Police Action" in reaction to the North's 
invasion of South Korea on June 25, 1950, the war was an undeclared military action, the first authorized by the 
United Nations. Often referred to as the "Forgotten War" this still unresolved conflict saw Seoul change hands no 
less then four times before the signing of the contentious armistice on July 27, 1953.   
 
January 15         Stuart Gibson is  an international museum and cultural policy expert with over 20 year experience 
working with cultural organizations and governments undergoing economic and political transition and post 
conflict development.  The title of the talk is Kurdistan - The Moving Piece in the ISIS Puzzle. Mr. Gibson will 
discuss the Kurd's role in combating ISIS and it's relationship with the Baghdad, Iran, Syria, Turkey and US 
governments and its longstanding aspirations for independence. 
 
January 22      John Keightley is VP of TechnoServe. For almost 50 years, they have been providing business 
solutions to poverty in partnership with enterprising men and women living on as little as one dollar a day. They 
provide training and markets to farmers and entrepreneurs that helps them grow their farms and businesses and 
improve the lives of their families and communities. He will explain how TechnoServe works, the difference it is 
making in 29 countries, and how the benefits it helps create are sustainable long after its work is done. 
 
January 29         Paul Strassmann,  former retired Xerox VP and  fellow SMC member,  will give an overview of 
the country's financial picture including such areas as the decreases in stock market returns and its over 
evaluation; effect of increased life expectancy; cost of medical care; insufficient retiree savings and social security; 
opportunities for improving savings; private equity investments; the federal debt and the declines in home values 
and of purchasing power.  You don't want to miss this financial "Outlook for Retired Seniors" presentation. 

 
SMC YEARLY CLUB DUES ARE DUE IMMEDIATELY - Gentlemen,  thank you for your 2016 

club dues payment.   However, there are still many members who have yet to pay.  So as a reminder, please submit 
your  $50 payment at our next meeting in cash or check,  or you can mail your check to  SMCNC,  c/o YMCA,  564 
South Ave., NC, CT 06840.   And, a special  "Thank You" to those who have paid an  extra amount over the $50 to  
help balance our budget….we're almost there. If you want to pay by using your credit card or PAYPAL, please log 
onto the SMCNC website for further details. 
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ACTIVITIES - (Check the website at SMCNC.ORG for updates) 

 
Amateur Chefs            Thursday, January 21st,  JANUARY LUNCHEON  will be held at  Lapham;  12 noon.  $15  
                                      will hold your reservation. Sign-up sheet will be at the Couth table.  
                                                                                       Nick Zaccagnino (203-966-7217) or Bert Liebelt (203-966-3696) 
 
Bridge                          Talk with friends and organize your own games after Friday meetings. 
                                                                                                                                           Marvin Newman (203-972-8165) 
 
Investments                Next meeting, Monday, January 4  at Lapham Center at 10am - Check website for additional                                         
                                     information.                                                                                  Paul Strassmann (203-966-5505)                              
 
The Book Club           We have  closed down the Mystery Books Club and  opened The Book Club . It's new and it's 
                                      improved!  And gives  you twice as  much for the same price.  We will be meeting on the  3rd 
                                      Wednesdays of  the  month at  2pm at  Lapham to discuss  books  chosen by the committee of 
                                       members.  Our first meeting is on  January 19, 2016  and we will be discussing "The Wright 
                                       Brothers" by David McCullough.  Join us for some stimulating discussions!  
                                                                                                                                               Brian Hollstein (203-972-0633) 
 
Paddle Tennis            Play on Mondays, Tuesday sand Thursdays, 9-11am at Waveny.   A Rec. Department permit 
                                     is required.                                        Nick Guthrie (203-966-6192), Joe Adiletta (203-966-5843)  
  
Poker                          Meet on Tuesdays at Lapham, 11am-1pm.                                 George Perkins (203-972-6852)      
 
Sidewalks of NY        We will  resume New York City walking tours next Spring.  Questions or suggestions for new     
                             walks, contact Pete Stair (203-962-2034) or hstair@gmail.com.    
 
Table Tennis              Play at the YMCA, Tuesday and Thursday at 8am.                Stephen Halpert (203-972-7555)   
 
 

 
DISTINGUISHED NEW CANAAN SENIOR MAN NOMINATIONS - Nominations are now 

being accepted for the Distinguished NC Men's Award.  If you know someone in the club with exceptional service 
to the club, to the NC community and/or NC government, please consider nominating him for this recognition in 
2016. SMC members may submit a nomination that describes titles, descriptions of service, length of services, 
funds raised and benefits provided to people or groups.  Nominations are due February 15, 2016 and should be 
given to SMC President Les deVilliers. For more info, visit the website or contact Ralph Hills (203-966-6211).   
 
 

A NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT - As we enter the Christmas season, allow 

me to  share  with you a  few of  my  favorite  quotes: 1.  "I will honor  Christmas in my  heart and try to keep it all 
year" - Charles Dickens   2. "My idea  of   Christmas,  whether old-fashioned  or  modern,  is  very  simple: loving 
others. Come to think of it,  why do  we have to  wait for  Christmas to do that?" - Bob Hope   3. "Then the  grinch  
hadn't thought of something he hadn't before! What if Christmas doesn't come from a store? What if 
Christmas..perhaps, means a little bit more!" - Dr. Seuss.               Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you 
all! -- Les deVilliers 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                              Stu Stringfellow, Editor (stustring@gmail.com) 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

   


