
 
 

Red Skelton’s Tips for a Happy Marriage) (With thanks to Don Hudson) 
 

Two times a week we go to a nice restaurant, have a little beverage, good food and companionship.  She goes on 
Tuesdays, I go on Fridays. 
 

We also sleep in separate beds.  Hers is in California, mine is in Texas 
 

I take her everywhere, but she keeps finding her way back. 
 

I asked her where she wanted to go for our anniversary.  “Somewhere I haven’t been in a long time,” she said.  So I 
suggested the kitchen. 
 

We always hold hands.  If I let go, she shops. 
 

She told me the car wasn’t running well because there was water in the carburetor.  I asked where the car was and 
she told me it was in the lake. 
 

Remember, marriage is the number one cause of divorce. 
 

I married Miss Right.  I just didn’t realize her first name was Always. 
 

I haven’t spoken to my wife in 18 months.  I don’t like to interrupt her. 
 

The last fight was my fault, though.  She asked what was on the TV and I replied, “Dust.” 
 

FEBRUARY SPEAKERS (Meetings are at 10:00 a.m. in Morrill Hall, St. Mark’s Church.) 

Feb 3 Our speaker will be Dr. Christopher Chivvis.  Dr. Chivvis is a political scientist at the RAND 
Corporation and adjunct professor at the Johns Hopkins, Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced 
International Studies.  Dr. Chivvis, who grew up in New Canaan, will speak about a year spent in the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense where he was the Eurasia Security Strategy Officer.  He was involved 
with missile defense cooperation, NATO-Russia relations, and the Russia-Georgia conflict.  Dr. Chivvis 
has published many articles, op-ed pieces and books. 

 

Feb 10 Rob Mallozzi, newly elected First Selectman, will be our speaker.  He will give us an update on his vision 
for New Canaan and some of the policies he may implement – kind of a primer on the State of the Town.  
The Town’s budget is the biggest issue facing the town, according to Mallozzi, and New Canaan will have 
to make some difficult choices in the future.  Just as preparations for the 2012-13 budget season begin, 
New Canaan is losing its main financial man. Chief Financial Officer Gary Conrad, a town employee for 
more than 17 years, is leaving for a similar job in Westport. 

 

Feb 17 Charles McCain will address us.  Mr. McCain is an accomplished scholar in the history of undersea 
warfare, especially the German U-Boat force.  Mr. McCain is a native of Mobile, Alabama, and grew up 
in South Carolina. He is a graduate of Tulane University. Most of his working life was spent in the 
banking industry.  Mr. McCain has written a novel, "An Honorable German," from the point of view of 
a German naval officer.  He will be discussing this book as well as the general subject of U-Boats. 

 

Feb 24 Our speaker will be Marina J. Neary, who will give us a presentation on her novel, Martyrs & Traitors.  
Ms. Neary is a historical novelist specializing in Neo-Victorianism and Irish Nationalism.  She grew up in 
Belarus in a family of professional musicians who raised her in the spirit of Western individualism.  In 
1992 her family came to the United States. Today Ms. Neary is an award-winning historical essayist, 
multilingual arts & entertainment journalist, playwright, poet and charity activist. Her literary voice, 
much like her spoken accent, is a mixture of European, British and North American. 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS - We have two new members since the last newsletter:  Jerald Pullins and Art Greenspon.  

Please welcome them when you see them at the meetings. 
 

WINTER WEATHER REMINDER – If New Canaan Schools are closed we will not meet.  If schools are 

delayed, we will meet as usual.  If there’s a storm on a school holiday, check the website or ask a friend.  Always be 
safe – it is just a meeting!   
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Feb 14 (Tue) Valentine's Day!  We will go to the CIA and eat in the Italian restaurant, Caterina de Medici, this 
year.  Plans have not yet been confirmed, but rather than taking the tour as we have done many 
times in the past we might take a short tour of the Indian Point power plant on the way.  The price 
will be $65, and departure time depends on whether we go to Indian Point or not.  Listen at the 
meetings or check the website for final information.  Your host will be Bob Spence (203-966-6499). 

 
 

Mar 15 (Thu) Annual trip to NY Philharmonic open rehearsal.  David Zinman, music director of the Tonhalle 
Orchestra Zurich, will conduct Beethoven Symphonies No. 1 and No. 3 (“Eroica”), with Gil 
Shaham soloist in Karl Hartman’s Concerto for Violin and String Orchestra.  We will bus a few 
blocks to Bello’s at 56th and 9th for lunch (Josephina’s has closed).  To allow for traffic, check-in at 
St. Mark’s at 7:45 a.m., bus departs 8:00, to return about 4:00 p.m.  Cost $90 per person. Hosts 
Tracey Mackle (203-966-1149) and Pete Stair (203-966-6497). 

 

Sept 2012 A deposit of $250 is due March 21 for the Sept 16th to 27th National Parks tour. Save $100 if 
booked by Mar 16th. Highlights include Lake Powell, Grand Canyon, Bryce, Zion, Grand Teton 
and Yellowstone National Parks. We will also see Old Faithful, Mount Rushmore, Crazy Horse and 
more. Overnight stays in rustic lodges within the parks. The trip is the #1 most popular tour by 
Colette Vacations. Cost: Double $3,399 includes air and transfers from St. Mark's. Total refund for 
any reason if insurance package @ $165 is purchased. Call Bob Witt, for brochure/application, 
(203) 966 2892. 

 

ACTIVITIES (Check the website at SMCNC.ORG for updates) 
 
Amateur Chefs The chefs’ next meeting will be February 16th.  (It will not be the husband/wife affair which 

will be held in March.)  Details will be announced at the Friday meetings. 
  Bert Liebelt (203-966-3696), Nick Zaccagnino (203-966-7217) 
 

Bridge Talk with your friends and organize your own games after the Friday meetings.  You may play 
at Lapham or stay at St. Marks. Eric Musa (203-966-3125) 

 

Cycling We’re done for the season, and will resume next year.  
  Les DeVilliers (203-966-9645), Roger Colson (203-966-9258) 
 

Investments The investment group will be on leave for February.  Harry Hitch (203-966-1947) 
 

Mystery Books The Mystery Book Club not meet in February, but will resume again in March, featuring a spy 
novel, Ian Fleming’s From Russia with Love.  Details will be in the next newsletter and on the on 
the website. Brian Hollstein (203-972-633) 

 
Paddle Tennis Play on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 to 11:00 at Waveny. A Rec Department 

permit is required.  $10 ball fee. Steve Rowley (966-2376), John Ross (966-8339) 
 

Photo/Computer We will meet at Lapham Community Center on Wednesday, February 8th at 1:30pm.  Bring 
show and tell, and we will have an introduction to Photoshop.  Watch the website for more 
meetings and topics. Jack Messert (203-966-8754) 

 

Sidewalks - NYC We’re done for the season, and will resume next year. Pete Stair (203-966-6497) 
 

Trailblazers Stay tuned for the next walk – next spring. Jack Murray (203-966-1416) 
 

4F Luncheon Our informal, relaxing Dutch treat lunch is usually on the Fourth Friday.  Details about future 
lunches will be announced at Friday meetings.  All are invited to join in.  Sign up at the Couth 
desk, either before 10 a.m. or during the coffee break. 

  Don Tiefenthaler (203-966-5794) 
 

NEED A RIDE TO FRIDAY MEETINGS?  Members are reminded that Getabout van service is 

available to and from our Friday meetings.  Just call Getabout at 203-972-7433 one day in advance and sign up to 
travel with the others enjoying this service.  Getabout asks for a donation of $3 each way but does not require it. 
This is a great way to travel!!  You can even arrange to be driven from the meeting to lunch or shopping downtown 
and taken home after that. 
 

 Dave Hunt, Editor  (email: dlhplato@optonline.net) 


