
 
 

WAS THIS YOUR WIFE? (with thanks to Joel Pelzner) 
 

Sitting on the side of the highway waiting to catch speeding drivers, a State Police Officer sees a car puttering 

along at 22 MPH. He thinks to himself  'This driver is just as dangerous as a speeder!'  So, he turns on his lights 

and pulls the driver over.  Approaching the car, he notices that there are five older ladies - two in the front seat 

and three in the back -wide eyed and white as ghosts.  The driver, obviously confused, says to him, "Officer, I don't 

understand, I was doing exactly the speed limit!  What seems to be the problem?" 
 

"Ma'am," the officer replies, "You weren't speeding, but you should know that driving much slower than the 

speed limit can also be a danger to other drivers." 
 

"Slower than the speed limit? No sir, I was doing the speed limit exactly...Twenty two miles an hour!" the old 

woman says a bit proudly. 
 

The State Police officer, trying to contain a chuckle, explains to her that "22" was the route number, not the speed 

limit.  A bit embarrassed, the woman grinned and thanked the officer for pointing out her error.  "But before I let 

you go, Ma'am, I have to ask...Is everyone in this car ok?  These women seem awfully shaken and they haven't 

muttered a single peep this whole time," the officer asks. 
 

"Oh, they'll be alright in a minute officer.  We just got off Route 119." 
 

JUNE SPEAKERS (Meetings are at 10:00 a.m. in Morrill Hall, St. Mark’s Church.) 

Jun 3 How did United States financial institutions become so fragile and illiquid in 2008 that $8 trillion of 

Government support was needed to keep them from collapse? What about TARP and AIG? Jim 

Millstein, former Chief Restructuring Officer of the United States Treasury, who was directly involved in 

these matters, provides an inside observer’s view  at New Canaan’s Senior Men’s Club meeting at 10AM 

on Friday, June 3 at St. Mark’s Church’s Morrill Hall.  Prior to this assignment, Mr. Millstein was 

managing director and global co-head of corporate restructuring for Lazard Freres & Co., LLC.  He is a 

graduate of Princeton University. 
 

Jun 10 SMC member Clark Robinson will speak about his forthcoming book , IF I REMEMBER CORRECTLY, 

his personal recollections of growing up during the Great Depression, what college was like before the 

G.I. Bill and how he learned to fly heavy bombers after the Pearl Harbor attack on December 7th, 1941. 

It recounts adventures including lost in the Arctic Circle, being shot down during the famous "Varsity 

Haul" and earning the Distinguished Flying Cross for being one of the officers who led the 2nd Air 

Division to their target against the German Luftwaffe.  Clark Robinson began a career in advertising 

after graduating from Ohio's Miami University.  In a 48-year career he created print and TV advertising, 

logotypes and packaging for a host of well-known companies. 
 

Jun 17 Jessica Speart is an investigative journalist whose focus is on wildlife law enforcement and endangered 

species issues.  Novelist Speart created her mystery sleuth -- U.S. Fish and Wildlife Agent Rachel Porter 

-- after years of investigating wildlife and drug-trafficking crimes for publications such as The New York 

Times Magazine, Wildlife Conservation, and others.  Then a funny thing happened.  Jessica realized that 
the truth really is stranger than fiction.  The result is WINGED OBSESSION, her first nonfiction book 

about the world’s most notorious butterfly smuggler.  Prior to writing, Jessica worked as an actress in 
NYC, where she appeared off-Broadway, as well as in commercials and soap operas. 

 

Jun 24 SMC member Pierre Bognon, will discuss his book, The Anatomy of Sports Fans.  The book gives its 

due to the sociology of fandom but also explores the psychology of fans, how and why one becomes a fan, 

the role played by the emotions created by sport competitions and the passion of its fans.  In the process 

he draws a parallel between the search for identity and belonging that drive sport fans and fanatics in 

general.  Pierre , a French citizen, graduated as a Fulbright scholar with an MA in economics from the 

Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.  He had a business career in finance both in France 

and in the US and before retiring in 2002 was CFO of Marsh & McLennan Europe based in London. 
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COUTH 
 

 

June Still in the planning stage is a trip to the New London area.  There’s lots to see, including 

Connecticut College, the Coast Guard Academy, the Nuclear Submarine Base, and the Little 

Pink House.  Listen at the meetings and watch the web and future newsletters for more details 

as they become available.  Your host will be Jack Murray (203-966-1416. 
 

Jul 30 (Sat) We’re going to the One Day Jazz & Blues Extravaganza at the Sheraton Four Points Hotel in 

Cromwell, CT.  This is an abbreviation of the usual 3-day annual jazz festival featuring music 

from the 1940’s including Dixieland and Swing.  This year they’ve added Blues and have made 

it a one-day event.  We’ll leave by bus from St. Marks at around 2:30 pm and will be back home 

at around 9:00 pm.  Cost is expected to be around $60 pp which includes festival tickets and bus 

ride. Dinner is on your own and will be available on the festival grounds.  Hosts will be Mike 

Allocca (203-966-0547) and Tracy Mackle (203-966-1149). 
 

Future trips will be announced at the Friday meetings and in future newsletters. 

 

As a reminder, the Couth policy is as follows: The sign-up sheet is to be used as an indication of interest and intent 

to participate, but not to establish a reservation. The date of the check receipt by the Couth Committee will be the 

control of a confirmed reservation.  
 

ACTIVITIES (Check the website at SMCNC.ORG for updates) 
 
Amateur Chefs The chefs’ next meeting will be June16.  It's the annual lobster fest. We will accept 30 attendees, 

$30.00 per person. Salad, 1 1/2 pound lobster, clams, corn on the cob, new potatoes, cold beer 

and watermelon. Bert Liebelt (203-966-3696), Nick Zaccagnino (203-966-7217) 
 

Bridge Talk with your friends and organize your own games after the Friday meetings.  You may play 

at Lapham or stay at St. Marks. Eric Musa (203-966-3125) 
 

Cycling Cycling is back in action.  Meet at Lapham Center at 8:30 on Wednesday mornings for a ride.  

Sometimes we’ll go from there, other times we’ll carpool to a starting point. 

  Les DeVilliers (203-966-9645), Roger Colson (203-966-9258) 
 

Golf On June 8 we will play at Whitney Farms in Monroe.  First tee time is 9:30, cost is $45, 

including cart.  Then on June 22, we’ll play Fairchild Wheeler in Fairfield.  First tee 

time is 9:09 and the cost will be $35 with cart. Harvey Place (203-966-1821) 
 

Photography The photography group will resume activities in September. Jack Messert (203-966-8754) 
 

Racquetball Players wanted. Mon, Wed, Fri 8:00 a.m. at the YMCA. Bill Patton (203-966-4849) 
 

Tennis Play at Mead Park on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 8 to 10 a.m.  A Rec Department 

permit is required. Ted Foster (203-966-4002) 
 

Trailblazers Springtime walk.  On June 1, Ray Davis and Pete Stair will lead a walking tour of New York 

City's Lower East Side. The tour will include visits to the Eldridge Synagogue and the 

Tenement Museum, which will cost $23.  (Rain date: June 8th).  We'll leave on the 8:49 Metro 

North train to Grand Center and take the subway to the Lower East Side. 

  Ray Davis (203-940-3013) 
 

4F Luncheon Our informal, relaxing Dutch treat lunch is usually on the Fourth Friday.  Details about future 

lunches will be announced at Friday meetings.  All are invited to join in, especially newer 

members who will find the group always hospitable. Sign up at the Couth desk, either before 10 

a.m. or during the coffee break.   Don Tiefenthaler (203-966-5794) 
 

NEW MEMBERS - We have two new members since the last newsletter: Phil Eidelberg and Fred Afragola.  

Please welcome them when you see them at the meetings. 
 

 Dave Hunt, Editor  (email: dlhplato@optonline.net) 
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