
 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL (with thanks to Joel Pelzner) 
 

TEACHER: Maria, go to the map and find North America. 

MARIA: Here it is. 

TEACHER: Correct. Now class, who discovered America? 

CLASS: Maria. 
 

TEACHER: Glenn, how do you spell 'crocodile'? 

GLENN: 'K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L' 

TEACHER: No, that's wrong. 

GLENN: Maybe it's wrong but you asked me how I spell it. 
 

TEACHER: Now, Simon, tell me frankly, do you say your prayers before eating? 

SIMON: No sir, I don't have to, my Mum is a good cook. 
 

TEACHER: Clyde, your composition on 'My Dog' is exactly the same as your brother's... did you copy his? 

CLYDE: No, sir, it's the same dog. 
 

TEACHER: Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking when people are no longer interested? 

HAROLD: A teacher 
 

 

SEPTEMBER SPEAKERS (Meetings are at 10:00 a.m. in Morrill Hall, St. Mark’s Church) 

Sep 9 Professor Steven Berizzi will tell us about “September 9, 1861: A Day in the First Year of the Civil War". 

This will be a presentation about the events that were occurring 150 years ago, with some discussion, e.g. 

like the first major battle of the Civil War at Bull Run near Manassas, Virginia, in July 1861.  David 

Koch, Assistant Professor of History at Housatonic Community College in Bridgeport, and a Civil War 

specialist, will join Professor Berizzi for a dialogue which should be very interesting to the members.  

Professor Berizzi retired from the practice of law in 2001 and has since taught history and political 

science at Norwalk Community College. 
 

Sep 16 Retired U.S. Navy Captain Drew Bisset, a SEAL officer who has held Navy Special Warfare commands 

at all levels, will address "The Most Difficult Military Training In The World".  Captain Bisset was a 

Navy Seal while on active duty in the Vietnam War, and is currently engaged in the training and 

development of Navy Seals. 
 

Sep 23 Doug Smith will speak on "Happiness is worthy of pursuit and is achievable".  Doug is a former business 

leader who wants to make difference in the world by teaching, writing, advising and by sharing what he 

has learned and by learning from others. He served as CEO of Kraft General Foods Canada, 

Chairman/CEO of Borden Foods Corporation and most recently Chairman/CEO of Best Brands 

Corporation.  Doug and his family lived several years in New Canaan before moving to Columbus, OH.  

He is a graduate of DePauw University, with an MBA from Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth. 
 

Sep 30 Our speaker will be Kathleen Ireland, Director of Global Risk Management for IBM.  Ms. Ireland will 

speak on managing risk during times of crisis.   Ms. Ireland is a New Canaan resident whose hobbies 

include ballroom dancing, sailing, and singing in the church choir. 
 

NEW MEMBERS - We have ten new members since the last newsletter: John Banigan, Bill Brewster, 

Jonathan Cleworth, Peter Jensen, Steve Mainzer, Robert Mushkin, Walter Pojasek, Dick Rose, Hossein Samai, 

and Arthur Trotman.  Please welcome them when you see them at the meetings. 
 

DRIVER SAFTEY CLASS – We have a full class enrolled for the September 8 class.  However, it may be 

possible to add a class on September 7 if we have enough interest.  Please contact Roger Colson at 203-066-9258 as 

soon as possible if you are interested in this additional class. 
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COUTH 
 

Oct 4 (Tue) We  travel to the renowned New Britain Museum of American Art. The NBMAA is the oldest 

museum in the country to concentrate exclusively on American art, from the 18th century to the 

present time.  We’ll see a special temporary exhibit - " The Tides of Provincetown:  Pivotal Years in 

America's Oldest Continuous Art Colony 1899-2011", and will cover over 100 artists of that period.  

We will have a guided tour, in small groups, led by knowledgeable docents.  Lunch will be at the 

nearby Hawthorn Inn in Berlin.  Your choices of the main course will be prime rib au jus, pork 

tenderloin with cider thyme veloute, or grilled salmon with dill-butter sauce, and of course, a glass of 

wine.  We expect to leave at 9:30 am and return about 4pm.  The very enticing price for this event is 

$60.00 per person.  Your hosts are Ladd Seton (972-8786) and Stan Stanziale (966-2862). 
 

Nov 12 (Sat) The Army-Rutgers football game will be played in the new Yankee Stadium at 3:30 PM.  The price 

will be $95 per person and will include transport on a bus departing from St. Mark's at 12 Noon, a 

box lunch and a grandstand seat. SMC members are free to bring along guests.  And if the 

temperature is chilly, BYOB as the saying goes…  Your host will be Clancy Fauntleroy (203-438-

2461). 
 

ACTIVITIES (Check the website at SMCNC.ORG for updates) 
 
Amateur Chefs The chefs’ next meeting will be Sept. 15.  Menu and other details will follow at the Friday 

meetings and on the website. Bert Liebelt (203-966-3696), Nick Zaccagnino (203-966-7217) 
 

Bridge Talk with your friends and organize your own games after the Friday meetings.  You may play 

at Lapham or stay at St. Marks. Eric Musa (203-966-3125) 
 

Cycling Meet at Lapham Center at 8:30 on Wednesday mornings for a ride.  Sometimes we’ll go from 

there, other times we’ll carpool to a starting point. 

  Les DeVilliers (203-966-9645), Roger Colson (203-966-9258) 
 

Golf On Sept. 7
th

, we’re at Ridgefield.  First tee time is 9:00, price is $45.  Then, Sept. 12th, we’ll play 

at Sterling Farms in Stamford, with the first tee time of 11:03, and price of $41.  All prices 

include the cart. Harvey Place (203-966-1821) 
 

Investments The newly formed investment group will meet at Lapham Center on September 19
th

 and the 3
rd

 

Monday of each month to discuss various investment topics. Harry Hitch (203-966-1947) 
 

Mystery Books The mystery book club will meet in September, discussing Stieg Larssen's best seller, The Girl 

With the Dragon Tattoo. .  Time and place will be announced at the Friday meetings.  

  Brian Hollstein (203-972-0633) 
 

Photography The photography group will resume activities in September.  Watch the website for further 

details. Jack Messert (203-966-8754) 
 

Racquetball Players wanted. Mon, Wed, Fri 8:00 a.m. at the YMCA. Bill Patton (203-966-4849) 
 

Sidewalks - NYC A new walking program in New York City.  On September 21, Pete will lead a walk across the 

Brooklyn Bridge to the new Brooklyn Bridge Park followed by lunch at Fulton Landing. Then 

on thru DUMBO and back across the Manhattan Bridge to Little Italy and the Feast of San 

Gennaro. Pete Stair (203-966-6497) 
 

Tennis Play at Mead Park on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 8 to 10 a.m.  A Rec Department 

permit is required. Ted Foster (203-966-4002) 
 

Trailblazers Stay tuned for the next walk.   Jack Murray (203-966-1416) 
 

4F Luncheon Our informal, relaxing Dutch treat lunch is usually on the Fourth Friday.  Details about future 

lunches will be announced at Friday meetings.  All are invited to join in.  Sign up at the Couth 

desk, either before 10 a.m. or during the coffee break. Don Tiefenthaler (203-966-5794) 
 

 

TENNIS PARTY – Our annual tennis party for all, not just tennis players, will be held at Waveny on 

September 15 from 6-9p.m.  See Craig Wright for more information. 
 

 Dave Hunt, Editor  (email: dlhplato@optonline.net) 
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