
 
 

A COUPLE OF SHORT ONES (with thanks to Bruce Croaning and Bob Dalury) 
 

A man, watching an important football game on TV, kept switching channels to a “very dirty movie” featuring a 

very lusty, over-heated couple. 
 

"I don't know whether to watch them or the big game," he said to his wife. 
 

"For Heaven's sake, watch them," his thoughtful wife said.  "You already know how to play football!!!" 

************************************************************************************************* 

New bumper sticker: “Honk if you love Jesus.  Text message if you want to meet him.” 

 

OCTOBER SPEAKERS (Meetings are at 10:00 a.m. in Morrill Hall, St. Mark’s Church.) 

Oct 1 Mike DeLeonardis will speak on the next generation space telescope, now named the James Webb Space 

Telescope.  Mr. DeLeonardis will explain why this telescope is extraordinary and will make the Hubble 

Telescope almost seem like a tinker toy.  A frequent speaker to SMC, Mr. DeLeonardis is a retired 

astronomer and currently on the faculty as a Professor of Science at Norwalk Community College.  He 

has been a resident of New Canaan for more than 30 years. 
 

Oct 8 Craig Stair, son of SMC’s Pete Stair, and Completion Engineering Advisor with Shell Oil Company will 

address the Senior Men's Club on deep water oil production in the Gulf of Mexico. He will describe the 

basics of deep water oil reservoirs and wells, offshore oil rigs and Blow Out Preventers.  He will also 

detail how things can go wrong including what likely happened on the Deepwater Horizon rig above BP's 

Macondo well and its aftermath.  Craig is a 30-year employee of Shell Oil Co., specializing in oil well 

design and construction, and currently focused on the Deepwater arena. 
 

Oct 15 Bob Halverstadt is a member of the SMCNC and resides in Redding, CT.  Upon graduation from Case 

University, he joined GE where he worked for 13 years as a design engineer for jet engines. He later 

became president of Special Metals Corporation and eventually Chairman. Currently he is a member of 

the board of ASM International and focuses on the Foundation for Education. We are in great need of 

scientists, technicians, engineers and mathematicians (STEM). He will discuss the foundation’s work in 

this area. 
 

Oct 22 Judson Scruton is currently an Adjunct Professor of English at Fairfield University.  He has taught and 

been director of publications/communications/public relations/marketing for a variety of not-for-profit 

and for-profit educational institutions in the US and UK.  He has served on the Board of Directors for 

British American Business, the largest transatlantic trade organization.  Since his early career teaching 

Shakespeare, he has continued a lifelong interest and study of Shakespeare’s plays.  He will speak to us 

about Shakespeare’s Prince Hal, King Henry IV and Leadership Training. 
 

Oct 29 Our speaker will be Alice Knapp, the Director of the New Canaan Library. She will review what has 

happened at the library to bring it into the 21st century and what is planned for the future, including the 

Library’s recently announced expansion plans. We will hear how the library and its staff plan to keep us 

on the leading edge.  Ms. Knapp was previously the Director of Public Services for the Ferguson Library 

in Stamford Prior to that she served as Director of the Bethel CT and Canastota NY public libraries. She 

has a Master’s Degree in Library Science from SUNY at Albany. 

 

SMC DUES BULLETIN.  Our annual SMC dues have remained constant at $35 since 2007.  However, Club 

operating costs have increased and, as a result, the Board of Directors has approved a $5 dues increase to $40 a 

year for calendar year 2011.  This action was ratified by vote of the members at the July 23 weekly meeting.  Our 

collection campaign for calendar year 2011 dues is now in progress.  Please give your check payable to SMC for 

$40 to Bob Spence or Wally Pease at any weekly meeting or send it to SMC, c/o YMCA, 564 South Avenue.. 
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COUTH 
 

 

Oct27 (Wed) We have arranged a trip to the Goodspeed Opera House in East Haddam to see the famed 

musical comedy "How to Succeed in Business without Even Trying".  The show will be preceded 

by a scrumptious luncheon at the Gelston House restaurant nearby. The very reasonable cost of 

$90.00 per person includes ticket, luncheon, bus, and all gratuities.  Departure from St. Mark’s 

parking lot promptly at 9:45am, check in at 9:30am.  Estimated return to New Canaan is 6:00pm.  

Seating is limited, so please confirm your intention to join us with a check.  Your friendly hosts:  

Bob Witt (203-966-2892) and Ladd Seton (203-972-8786). 
 

Nov 3 (Wed) It’s Broadway for LA CAGE AUX FOLLES.  Leave New Canaan at 11:30, lunch on your own in 

the city or bring a sandwich.  Play starts at 2:00.  Afterward we’ll have dinner at Hurley’s 

Tavern, leaving New York for home about 7:00, with a cordial on the bus, arriving back around 

8:30.  Cost will be $160 per person.  Your hosts:  Bert Liebelt (203-966-3696) and Ron Seger (203-

966-8184). 
 

December A trip is under consideration at this time.  Stay tuned at the meetings for further developments. 

 

As a reminder, the Couth policy is as follows: The sign-up sheet is to be used as an indication of interest and intent 

to participate, but not to establish a reservation. The date of the check receipt by the Couth Committee will be the 

control of a confirmed reservation.  
 

 

ACTIVITIES (Check the website at SMCNC.ORG for updates) 
 
Amateur Chefs The chefs will meet at noon at Lapham Community Center on Thursday, Oct. 21

st
 for our 

annual OKTOBERFEST, beer and brats.  Limit of 30 chefs.  $10 deposit for this one.  Sign up 

at the Friday meetings. Bert Liebelt (203-966-3696), Nick Zaccagnino (203-966-7217) 
 

Bridge Bridge follows weekly meetings. Games last until about 2:00 p.m. Sign up before the meeting or 

at start of the break at the Couth Desk.  Eric Musa (203-966-3125) 
 

Cycling Meet at Lapham Center at 8:30 on Wednesday mornings for a ride.  Sometimes we’ll go from 

there, other times we’ll carpool to a starting point.  

  Les DeVilliers (203-966-9645), Roger Colson (203-966-9258) 
 

Golf We have our final outing on Thursday, October 14th at Whitney Farms in Monroe.  1st Tee 

time is 9:30 and $45 covers green fees and a cart.   Harvey Place (203-966-1821) 
 
Paddle Tennis Play will begin when the tennis nets go down, probably later in October. Play on Monday, 

Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 to 11:00 at Waveny. A Rec Department permit is required. 

$10 ball fee. Steve Rowley (966-2376), John Ross (966-8339) 
 

Photography The next meeting of the SMC photography group will be announced at Friday meetings. 

  Jack Messert (203-966-8754) 
 

Racquetball Players wanted. Mon, Wed, Fri 8:00 a.m. at the YMCA. Bill Patton (203-966-4849) 
 

Tennis Play at Mead Park on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 8 to 10 a.m. until the nets go 

down. Ted Foster (203-966-4002) 
 

4F Luncheon Our informal, relaxing Dutch treat lunch is usually on the Fourth Friday.  Details about future 

lunches will be announced at Friday meetings.  All are invited to join in, especially newer 

members who will find the group always hospitable.  Sign up at the Couth desk, either before 

10 a.m. or during the coffee break. Don Tiefenthaler (203-966-5794) 
 

 

NEW MEMBERS - We have three new members since the last newsletter: Walter “Jack” Foster, Tom 

O’Brien, and Robert Smith.  Please welcome them when you see them at the meetings. 
 

 
 Dave Hunt, Editor  (email: dlhplato@optonline.net) 
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