
 
 
 

AN ENGLISH LESSON IN THE JUNGLE 

A priest was about to finish his tour of duty and was leaving his mission in the jungle where he has spent years 
teaching the natives when he realizes that the one thing he never taught them was how to speak English.  So he 
takes the chief for a walk in the forest.  He points to a tree and says to the chief, "This is a tree."  The chief looks at 
the tree and grunts, "Tree." The priest is pleased with the response.  They walk a little further and he points to a 
rock and says, "This is a rock."  Hearing this, the chief looks and grunts, "Rock."  The priest was delighted.  Just 
then the priest hears a rustling in the bushes.  As they peek over the top, they see a couple of natives in the midst of 
heavy sexual activity.  Flustered,  the priest quickly responds, "Man riding a bike!"  Without any hesitation the 
chief pulls out his blowgun and kills them both.  The priest goes ballistic and yells at the chief that he has spent 
years teaching the tribe how to be civilized and be kind to each other, so how could he kill these people in cold 
blood in that way?  The chief replied, "My Bike!" 
 

NOVEMBER SPEAKERS - (Meetings are at 10:00am in Morrill Hall, St. Mark's Church) 

Nov 2           Dr. Rob Pascale and Dr. Lou Primavera,  authors of  The Retirement Maze: What You Should Know 

Before and After You Retire, will be discussing exactly that.  They have found that only half of retirees think their 
lives improved after they retired.  They will discuss how retirement is not as easy as it might seem and that all too 
many people are not ready for it. A new life lacking structure and direction, they will assess retirement, how to 
prepare and deal with it, based on the fact it is a difficult transition with many pitfalls and obstacles to overcome. 

Nov 9           Clark Robinson, Nick Fellner and Dick Reifers, three SMCNC members, will share stories of their 
distinguished WWII service. They each served on different fronts of the war.  Mr. Robinson served in the Air 
Force in Europe that included playing air tag with Luftwaffe fighters; Mr. Fellner served as a Navy Aviator in the 
Pacific dive bombing the battleship Yamato to pass the time; Mr Reifers served initially in the Army and 
transferred to the Air Force in WWII serving in intelligence and communications.    

Nov 16          Bill Lytton,  a prominent lawyer and SMCNC member, has held many distinguished executive 
positions  in the US government including serving as Special Council to President Reagan and H.W. Bush, as well 
as in the private business sector in legal council positions with G. E. Aerospace, International Paper and Tyco.  Mr. 
Lytton's presentation is titled Lessons on Leadership …or what we can learn from Watergate, Iran Contra, Ronald 
Reagan, Jack Welsh and Dennis Kozlowski. He will put this in context of the election results and discuss the 
leadership qualities needed in the future. 

Nov 23         No Meeting - Thanksgiving Weekend 

Nov 30         Robert Henrey's presentation is entitled, Syria: An Antique Land.  Following a number of recent trips 
to the Middle East, Mr. Henrey will reflect on the relevance of the area's surprisingly rich history, culture and 
religious heritage,  and also discuss the most recent developments in Syria, including the massive protests as part of 
the Arab Spring and worldwide condemnation of the government's brutal crackdown on protesters. The 
presentation includes pictures taken during his visit to Syria just days before the country was closed to visitors. 

SMC Annual Christmas Luncheon - MARK YOUR CALENDAR! "12/12/12" - Wednesday, December 

12th  at the Country Club of New Canaan.  11:30am - 2:30pm.  Entertainment by the lovely Blue Notes.  Spouses 
and significant others are encouraged to attend. Tab for a roast beef or grilled salmon feast will be $50 per person 
in advance. $60 at the door.  Contact Rad Stone for tickets. 

NEW MEMBERS - Glad to report we have one new member since last month.  Welcome Thomas McLane! 

Delighted to have you joins us! 

SMC DUES BULLETIN - Another gentle reminder…Please submit your $40 payment at next Friday's 

meeting in cash or check, or mail your check to SMCNC, c/o YMCA, 564 South Avenue, NC, CT 06840.  And, 
again, because of our higher Club expenses, an additional $20 contribution would be greatly appreciated.  It will go 
a long way to help keep our annual dues at their current level. 
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December         Tuesday, December 4th - WWII 7 NYC.   The exhibition  will  range from  mobilization of  workers 
                           to  the frenzy of  shipbuilding;  the home front arts and  entertainment industry to the dispatch of 
                           troops to the European and  Pacific theaters,  and from the struggles over segregation to the Times 
                           Square celebration of V-J Day.                Stan Stanziale (203-966-2862), Ladd Seton (203-972-8786) 

 
ACTIVITIES Check the website at SMCNC.ORG for updates) 

 
Amateur Chefs       Thursday, November 15th -  November luncheon at Lapham. 12Noon. $15  to hold reservation. 
                                 Will accept 12 attendees.  Sign up at Couth table. Promise: No turkey will be served!   
                                                                                                                                           Nick Zaccagnino (203-966-7217)    
                                                                                                                                        
Bridge                      Talk with your friends and organize your own games after the Friday meetings.   
                                                                                                                                                        Eric Musa (203-966-3125)  
 
Cycling                    Meet at Lapham Center at 9am on Wednesday mornings for a ride.  Weather may still be  
                                 cooperative in November.                Les DeVilliers (203-966-9645), Roger Colson (203-966-9258) 
 
Investments             November 19th (Monday) - 10:30am  meeting at Lapham.               Harry Hitch (203-966-1947) 
 
Mystery Books        The Mystery Book Club,  in recognition of the 50th anniversary of  the creation of  007  (James 
                                  Bond) by Ian Fleming, will be reading Dr. No and From Russia With Love. We plan to compare 
                                  the novels with their Hollywood interpretations.  The date/time/location of our meeting will be 
                                  announced at Friday SMC meetings.                                             Brian Hollstein (203-972-0633)                                                                              
 
Photo/Computer     Stay tuned at the Friday meetings or check website                         Jack Messert (203-966-8754) 
 
Paddle Tennis         We play on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am to ll:00am at Waveny.    A Rec Dept.  
                                 permit is required.  $10 ball fee.              Steve Rowley (203-966-2376), John Ross (203-966-8339)  
 
Sidewalks of NY     See you in the Spring of 2013 for our NY walks.                                      Pete Stair (203-966-6497) 
 
4F Luncheon           A luncheon will be scheduled in November.  Details to be announced at a future Fridaymeeting. 
                                                                                                                                            Don Tiefenthaler (203-966-5794) 
 

SENIOR CENTER BUS TRIP TO NEWPORT - Wednesday, November 28th.  Includes  a tour of the 

Breakers,  lunch  at  the  Canfield  House  and  then  a  tour  the  Elms.   The Breakers,   the  Vanderbilt's  summer 
"cottage" and the Elms is an elegant French-style chateau built in 1901. Bus will leave Lapham at 8am and  return 
around 8pm.  Trip fee is $88 that  includes round-trip coach,  lunch, and all tours and  admission fees and  driver's  
tip.  Reservations can be made by  sending a check, payable to Senior Center, PO Box 83, New Canaan, Ct.  06840. 
Call 203-594-3620 for more information. 
 

AND  NOW A  FINAL WORD  FROM  YOUR  PRESIDENT  -  November is an absolutely jam 

packed  month  full  of  important  activities.   It  starts  on  Sunday,  Nov. 4th  with  the  New York City  Marathon 
immediately followed  two days later with the important national election that affects us all.   For  those of you who 
have already headed South, you probably already voted via absentee ballot.  Sunday, Nov. 11 is Veteran's Day that 
will be  celebrated on  Monday the 12th.   The fourth Thursday starts the  Holiday Season with  Thanksgiving  Day 
parades in a number of major cities.  It's a family favorite time of year when our children and their grandkids visit 
our  homes for great food,  drink,  football and  wonderful  family time.   I wish each of you and yours a happy and 
healthy Thanksgiving holiday! 
                                                                                                                                 Stu Stringfellow, Editor (emal: stustring@gmail.com) 

                  

 

 


